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ae Tae Ca" Biting 


DREADITORIAL “‘s 


ALL RIGHT, DREADS7TAR FANS,..EPIC 

COMICS EDITOR ARCH/E GOODWIV 
SPEAKING’ AND I'M JUST A BIT 

ANNOYED.7 INE BEEN GOING TO A 

LOT OF COMIC CONVENTIONS LATELY, AND 

YOU KNOW WHAT PEOPLE HAVE BEEN 

COMING UP TOME AND COMPLAINING 

ABOUT THESE DREADITORIALS/ THEY 

COMPLAIN ABOUT AN ED/7OR USING THIS 

SPACE TO FOIST HIS OWN DRAWINGS ON 

AN UNSUSPECTING PUBLIC AND DOING 

NOTHING BUT EGO-FLATTERING IMAGES OF in 
HUNNSELF SL THEY CLAIM I DON'T HAVE THE 

ABILITY TO DRAW ANYONE ELSE/ WELL, 
THIS ISSUE I’M PLITTING THOSE GROLINDLESS 
MUTTERINGS TO REST! TA/S ISSUE I’M 
DEMONSTRATING MY FLILL VERSATILITY BY : 
INCLUDING SOMEONE TOTALLY O/FFERENT > 
FROM THE USUAL DRAWING OF MYSELF 

BEHOLD.../ DREADSTAR'S CREATOR... 

WRITER- ARTIST JIM S7ARLIN./ I HOPE 

YOU MALCONTENTS ARE HAPPY NOW! 


BUT, ARCH...< 
UH, ARCA? 


ll 
“we ra 


oc og a 
SDUnoRneEoo 


HOW DID ALL 74/8 HAPPEN? gay YES... NOW T REMEMBER... . 
HE GAVEALL THE MONAR= 
REMEMBER NGA CHY'S DEFENSE SECRETE 
TO THE £ORP PAPAL. 


THIS IS THE 
ZYGOTEAN, ZS | 
DOING: 


THEN THE WSTRUMENTALITY 
INVAPEP JEWELWORLP, THE 
MONARCHY'S THRONE OF POWER. / 


7 THE INVASION 
(Has UNQUESTIONABLY) ) 


SUCCEEDED. 


IT LOOKS LIKE 
THE WHOLE PLANE 
XIN FLAMES. 


(ZS TREASON | . 4 
was Sealer THe LORE TRIES Ef Eee bed oie! VUNINTEEER HL 


Z LEFT KING GREGZOR AND ME FOR \ YES... THE BOMB. 
DEAD. HE DIDN'T FIGURE ONA 7 7 
CRASHING JUMP SHIP FREEING ME 
FROM THE CONTRAPTION HE HAD 4 Ss - 

" HE PLANNED ON THIS 


"ME IMPRISONED IN 
a i — WUCLEAR DEVICE BLOW- 
BSE ME) |e ING US TO ATOMS WITHIN 
THE HOUR. 


ge | 


7 WELL, WITHOUT A ZETONWATOR THIS & 
GIZMO'S JUST SO MUCH PLUTONIUM f 
AND SCRAP METAL. - 


v= DON'T LEAVE 
ME TO DIE 
LIKE 7H/S. 


IT'S ALL OVER ISN'T. IT, VANTH? WE WE DID ALL WE COULD, 
_NEVER HAP A CHANCE. s YOUR Be Neoe: WE 


I'LL TAKE YOU TO YOUR 
BER: (OUR HIGHNESS. 


TO POWER WITH ABSO- 
2. ON HOW TO 


MY UNCLE, KING NELLOR , FEARED 
I WAS AFTER HIS THRONE. IDEA 
THE MONARCHY. 


HE SAW TO IT THAT. 
WAS KEPT IN THE 
ARK ABOUT ALL 


AFFAIRS OF 
Gare 


Fils 


NEVER HAPA CHA 


THE TROUBLE WAS THAT I WAS WN 
NEVER 7RAINED To BE X/NG. LES E : 

wae DON'T LETZ..». GET AWAY WITH 
THis... MAKE HIM PAY... FOR HIS 
TREASO! 


THE EMPIRE NEVER HAD A CHANCE. | 
FE 7 Ta) 7 


YOU WERE RIGHT, 

GREGZOR, YOU NEVER: 

HAD A PRAYER OF A 
CHANCE. 


Z SAID HE'D BE WAITING ON THE. 
EDGE OF SPACE TO WITNESS OUR 
NUCLEAR PYRE; GREGZOR, 


WOGED AND 
2 Most us 
CERTAINLY DOESN'T. CONDEMNED HIM. 


BUT WITH ALL THE FIGHTING 
GOING ON IT WOULD BE 100 

QANGEROUS TO RISK / 
ORBITING FOR AN HOU 


HE PROBABLY WOULDN'T 
TAKE OFF UNTIL A SHORT 
TIME BEFORE THE 
EXPLOSION, 


WHICH MEANS 
HE'S STILL IN 


rT, LGLap 
ACT AS YOUR. 
EXECUTIONER. 


LY 


T WE's PROBABLY IN ONE OF THE AALACE 
HANGARS WARMING UP His SHIP. 


WHICH HANGAR? 


xT 


(\T LOOKS. LIKE WE'RE IN LUCK, GREGZOR. 
2S LEFT US A 7RALL. , 


THIS HAS TO BE 
HIS: WORK. 


THE ZWSTY 
FORCES HAVEN'T 
REACHED THE 

PALACE YET. 45 


| 
i 


Ml 
rl 
i dal ia 
THIS FELLOW'S WEARING 
ONE OF THOSE JET 
PACKS. 
I FOUGHT, 
HE HAD AN £9G6E, 
6ZO 


TURNING YOU, 
INTO A CYBORG 
WAS HIS ACE IN 
THE HOLE. 


MIGHT Not 
RETURN FROM...@a 


r 


THE LOADING 
IS COMPLETED, I 
MASTER Z. 


Y Nor quite 
Ik EVERYTHING, 


My. 

POWER 

SBeoRe ANY 
NERGY THROWN 


é 
AT ME AND... 


IT BACK 
AGAINST. MY. 
ENEMIES 2, 


TO FIRE ARO- 
SECTILES 14 


AN EN! 
FA 


NOW, SHALL WE PUT, 
Re 


TO THIS 
CES 


“IT MU. 
INFURIATE You 
THAT YOUR PRECIOU 
SWORD |S INCAPABLE 
OF PENETRATING _, 
MY PERSONAL 
FORCE 


THE BATTLE 
MUST SEEM 


Merete Z WOULDN'T 


7 | DEPEND 700, MUCH 
ONE SIDED ‘ON THAT SHIELD IF 
TO YOU. am saa WERE YOU, 


7 ANY FORCE FIELD 
\ WILL COLLAPSE... 


iu \E_THE RIGHT KINP 
OF PRESSURE |S 
BROUGHT AGAINST IT. 


ee 


SPHERE ON THE. 
GUAR TERD ECE OF 
1E INSTRUMEN- } 


“THE PLANET'S DEFENSI 
ARE: SHATTERED, AND OUR 
GROUND TROOPS HAVE BEGUN 
A THEIR MOPPIN ACTION, 
LORD Papal 


“THERE ARE VERY HIGH LEVELS Y 
fF POWER AT WORK HERE, _/ 


I'VE PROMISED Z NO INSTRUMENTALITY_INTERFERENCE STILL, I WANT YOU 
IN HIS BATTLE WITH THE SWORD WIELDER. TO STATION A 
7 = DESTROYER ABOVE 


POWER 
READINGS DROP 
SEND _IN 
TROOPERS TO 
TERMINATE 
ANYONE 


THEY FIND 
INSIDE, 


I'M ALSO 
CURIOUS 
TO SEE WHO 
THE VICTOR 
WILL BE. 


[=] ALL REPORTS SAY TEWELWORLD HAS 
FALLEN, lean YET I'VE STILL GOT 
IO WORD FROM WANT ES ‘ 


BUT DOES HE NEE? OUR HELP IN THE ROYAL fas 
PALACE, SOMEWHERE IN THE city, OR OUT Je 
IN THE con SUE 


HE MAY BE HURT... IN 
NEED OF OUR HELP. 


YOU'RE 
PROBABLY RIGHT 
ABOUT HIM 
NEEDING OUR 


\ ASSISTANCE, 
WILLOW. 


OTHER WORDS, SYZYGY, se /M SAYING 
_ YOU'RE SAYING... THERE'S NOTHING 
= WE CAN 00 UNTIL 


ot 
= \ © 4\ WE HEAR FROM OR, 
: : \ ABOUT HIM. 


(THINK IT'S GOING To BEA 
LONG NIGHT. 


"DON'T WORRY: WILLOW, VANTH 18 
| ONE 7OUGH CHARACTER. 


HE'LL BE 
ALL RIGHT, 


(hp you SEE HOW, fee THIS : ee GIVE IT UP, LIE DOWN AND DIE 
ae DREADSTAR ; = E 


YOUR 
SWORD CAN'T BE 
A EVERYWHERE, 


Mi is a i a 

\) > \ P, 

Ree Ty 
G emi Be 


END IT QUICKLY... 


FINISH IT. 


NO... THE SWORD'S TOO CLEAN A 
DEATH FOR YOU. 


Z'VE STILL MY 
PERSONAL RESERVES 
TO CALL UFON. 


== 


YOU CAN REST EASY NOW, GREGZOR. 


T DON'T. KNOW, BUT WHATEVER IT 19, IT SesT MAYBE WE OUGHT 
LOOKS MORE 


DEAD THAN ALIVE. O PUT IT OUT OF ITS J 
: — MISERY ¢ 


So 
CEE 2 


TJEWELWORLD 1S SECURED, YOUR 
HOLINESS, THE BACKBONE OF THE 
MONARCHY 1S CRUSHEP. ‘i 


THE GALAXY NOW BELONGS To THE WOLy 
CHURCH OF THE INSTRUMENTALITY. 


Py 


|OUR TROOPS FOUND THE 
| BODY OF THE TRAITOR Z 
IN A RUINED HANGAR. 


BUT A SMALL 7ROOP. 
CARRIER \5 
UNACCOUNTED FOR. 


Wy WELL, IT DOESN'T MATTER. WE'LL DEAL 
3 WITH eee oa FRIENDS ‘SOME-] 


7 THIS IS A GLORIOUS DAY, THE 
| ENTIRE GALAXY HAS COME WITHIN. | 
THE PROTECTIVE FOLD OF THE 
HOLY CHURCH. 


( THIS | IgA | GRAVE 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR US 7 

ALL. WE'VE MUCH 
TO PO. 


” WE SHALL BEGIN BY ¥ 
SF SUMMONING MY OLY, 
WGUISITORS. 


Move! Se and plan to continue collecting 
it but there are two things about it that bother me: 
the inside covers. 

Frankly, I'm getting tired of these self-indulgent 
Dreaditorials and fumettis. Why put such silly and 
childish concepts in a magazine allegedly de- 
signed for the discriminating comics fan? Surely 
there is something more worthwhile to fill these 
Pages with. 

Like what? Well, perhaps Jim Starlin could do 
full-color frontispiece. After all, we fans are pay- 
ing good money for a deluxe-format comic. Why 
should there be two pages done in black and 
white? 
| Orperhaps you, Archie,could write a real edito- 
rial in each issue. Not the standard Marvel Age/ 
Bullpen Bulletins type, but a serious forum, 
honestly and objectively explaining and/or analyz- 
ing creative or production-related issues of inter- 
estto we “mature” fans (Whatasentence. Whew!) 

Or maybe other fans have ideas about how to ef- 
fectively use these pages for something construc- 
tive. Ask them. 

Before signing off | must applaud the beautiful 
reproduction of The Price in Dreadstar Annual #1. 
Such coloring! It even rivalled the stunning color 
in PC’s Darklon one-shot. No small feat, that! 

Andrew Hiett 
Marshalltown, IA 


Sorry, Andrew. We'd like to oblige you on doing 
some serious features on the interior covers, but 
when we suggested it to Starlin, he blew a rasp- 
berry at us from under that dumb bag he always 
wears. Editorial director Archie Goodwin has taken 
his stand on this issue’s second cover. Too bad. 
We'll just have to satisfy our urges for gravity here 
in the lettercolumn. ; 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

_ I love Dreadstar, | love it, | love it, | love it! | love 

\ anth, I love Willow and Rainbow, | love Syzygy, 
but please tell me how to pronounce his name. | 
also love Oedi and Skeevo, | love the artwork, | 
love everything about it...well, okay, | hate the 
High Lord Papal. 

But you say Syzygy has no sense of humor, hah, 

in issue #5 he was smiling when he said, “Nice do- 

_ ing business with you,” to poor Mr. Blanc in his 
demolished office. Also, | think he knew very well 
what Oedi and Skeevo had done, but he had said 
what he said just to drive them as crazy as they've 
been driving him. | also laughed over Oedi’s 
“Tuetun go boom.” and Skeevo's “Oh lordy, | 
don’t want ta get killed in this outfit.” Thanks guys, 


it's rare that | get to laugh that much these days. 

Who is Vanth’s date to the prom? 

Gentlemen, | finally received and read ae 
Price,in your Dreadstar Annual #1 yesterday... 
also cried yesterday. 

Patricia Brien 
Ind. Hr. Beach, FL 


See? How do you expect us to be serious when 
we receive this kind of encouragement. An audi- 
ence that laughs and cries. What will they think of 
next. 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

Dreadstar #7 was excellent! The story, the art- 
work, and everything else. 

The Dreadstar Annual #1 was good, too. | espe- 
cially liked the part when Syzygy met Vanth Dread- 
star. That's what started everything. 

These are my questions about Dreadstar. 

1. Was the Dreadstar graphic novel entitled The 
Price? 

2. Out of all the Epic Comics which ones guest- 
starred Dreadstar? 

3. How long do you think the Dreadstar series 
will run? 

4. What Epic Comics were before Dreadstar? 

| hope Dreadstar lasts for along time. 
| haven’t been with Epic Comics very long, aside 
from Epic Illustrated. 

Adam Crapo 
Westport, MA 


Okay, Adam-taking your questions by the num- 
bers: 
1. No. It was Marvel Graphic Novel #3, Dreadstar. 
2. Every issue of Dreadstar, plus issue #1-9 and 
#15 of Epic Illustrated. 
3. As long as people keep buying it. 
4. None. Only Epic Illustrated, and Dreadstar(in the 
Metamorphosis Odyssey) helped launch that. 


Dear Jim and Archie: 

Wow! When | see the ads for these new direct 
only-high quality-stock paper printing-well writ- 
ten-highly artistic comics this is what | expect. Es- 
pecially on the art and coloring! Why can’t they all 
be this good? 

T.M. Lunsford 
McDonough, GA 


Maybe, T.M., it’s because they don’t all have 
Starlin doing them. However, we're prejudiced, 
(especially when the paper-bag-that-walks-like-a- 


THE DREAD LETTER OFFICE continues on the following page 


_ THE DREAD LETTER OFFICE continued from the previous page 


man is here in the office, in search of compli- 
ments, as he is today.) 


Dear Jim and Archie, 
| really don’t believe that Aknaton wants to kill 
Vanth because he shot him because Aknaton 
goaded Vanth into killing him ‘cause he didn’t 
want to live. So if Z really is Aknaton the reason 
would be more like he has been driven insane or 
something similar to that. | hope that Vanth is 
wrong is thinking that Aknaton wants to kill him 
because of anger. What I'm getting at is why does 
Aknaton want to kill Vanth? | hope | get a good an- 
swer in the story or some other way. 
Michael Pressman 
_ Cupertino CA 


Personally, we're inclined to agree with you 
about Aknaton’s motives, Michael. As you say, he 


admitted goading Vanth into killing him. He even” 


apologized, as he died. However, Vanth still feels 
guilty about the whole thing, and it affects his in- 
terpretation of other people's motives. : 
We hope the answer which issues #9 and #10 
provided has been satisfactory. - 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

Dateline: Dreadstar #8. Previously, | picked up 
all the clues. Z’s knowledge and hatred of Dread- 
star. His aura of force. A facemask with a snout 
large enough to cover a prominent needle-nose. | 
thought, “Aknaton.” Then, an empty grave, and | 
knew: Z was Aknaton. | was wrong. 

Oh, you’ve led me on a merry, convoluted 
goosechase with your red herrings, Jim, along 
with a great many others who have not deduced 
the truth. You even have Vanth fooled. But I, yes, 
|, have matched wits with the likes of Doyle and 
Chalker, and stood my ground. This is no excep- 
tion. 

You seek to mislead us into thinking that Z and 
Aknaton are the same. So does Z. Everything is ar- 
ranged so that Dreadstar and company will pre- 
pare to fight Aknaton, expect to confront an 
Orsirosian. Not an Orsirosian. 

Vanth was right. There were survivors. Whoever 
Zis, he knows Dreadstar’s past, is from it. He has 
good reson to hate V.D. (oops, | mean Vanth 
Dreadstar), who helped destroy his galaxy. His 
race. His conquering race. Orsirosians weren't the 
only species that could produce a Monarch-unde- 
rminer. 


“force than religion. Nothing can r 


Vanth was right. There were su oy one One was 

a Zygotean. “Z” does mean “Zygotean,” but not — 
the way Vanth thinks. 

? David Alan Wright 

2 Middletown,CT 


Congratulations, David. Out of all the many 
readers who sent in mail speculating about the 
identity of Z, only you ever guessed it correctly. 
And now, since the answer is revealed, it’s too late 
for any of the rest to figure it out, anyway. Nyah, 
Nyah! 


Dear Jim And Archie, 
I've just read the letters in Dreadstar #. Many of 


/your readers seem disturbed by “moral,” “philo- — 


sophical” and “religious” implications raised by 
“Plan M” in Dreadstar #6. What your readers don’t 
seem to Understand is that “Max” is merely a 
means of achieving a peaceful end. Theconceptof _ 
aneed fora martyr or savior to instigate change is 
traditional in both a literary and a historical sense. 


_ Throughout history, there has never been a more 


powerful, constructive and especially destructive, 
vilize senti- 
ment more than religious fervor. Kurt Vonnegut, 
Jr. expressed this point in his novel Player Piano. 
Within the novel, ansunsuspecting, uncooperative 
innocent bystander is chosen as the great martyr 
to incite riots and revolution. 

So | say to those readers that take offense: no 
one is making you read it! Dreadstar is still the best 
comic bargain on the market whether or not they 
tread on controversial ground. There are atroci- 
ties far worse than those committed by Vanth 
Dreadstar taking place in the real world. 

Mark V. Grudberg 
New Haven, Ct 


The votes are still not all in on Plan M, Mark. So 
far, emotions are high, but so is the level of reason 
and intelligence contained in most of the letters. 
Probably the future will be Vanth (and Max’s) fair- 
est judge, especially with the turn that the Monar- 
chy/Instrumentality conflict has taken. 


THIS /SSUE'S LESSON: GETTING YOUR PLOT 
APPROVED BY YOUR EDITOR 


HI; ARCH. OID YOU GETA YES, BUT I THINK 
CHANCE TO LOOK OVER THE ENDING STILL 
MY SYNOPSIS YET ? \ NEEDS MORE WORK. 
a S Too ESOTERIC. 


I'M AFRAID I MUST DISAGREE IT SHOWS THAT WELL , IT STRUCK ME THAT THE I DON'T FEEL 
WITH YOU ON THAT. I THINK IT )» ALL POWER IS POINT OF THIS TALE SHOULD pA THIS CAME 
PERFECTLY ILLUSTRATES THE { ILLUSORY. BE THAT ALL WAR IS FUTILE. 7 AcROSS! 
COSMIC ABSURDITY OF 2 

VANTH'S DILEMMA. 


HOW CAN YOU SAY THAT 2/ DIDN'T _| BUT YOUR MESSAGE ISN’T THERE'S ONLY ) | 
VANTH WIN THE STRUGGLE ONLY ] | | DELIVERED WITH ENOUGH J\ ONE WAY To 
TO LOSE THE WAR?! = 


ee / FIX IT! 
HOW FUTILE f : 
CAN_YOU 

GET 7! 


I WANT AT LEAST TWO | : 
MORE HA-HA'S ON 3 PLOT : 
PAGE 24!! : = approveo! [ 


A MARVEL 
GRAPHIC NOVEL _ 


written & illustrated by 


ON SALE IN MARCH 


For three hundred 
years, the colony world 
of Epsilon Bootis has 
been cut off from Earth. 
But they have their 
religion to cling to ... 
based on centuries-old 
television broadcasts 
now reaching their 
distant planet. 
They also have oppression, 
genocide, annihilating 
war ... anda young 
colonist and a 
native alien woman 
engaged in the most 
desperate and forbidden 
act of all. 

= Love. 


YEA YA FB6L © 


Laine 
‘vy, . @ 


FOR MATURE READERS 


